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as simple a matter for them to divide up the
formula into past, present and future spans
of life, or rebirths, as for us to sketch parents,
self, and descendants in a genealogical scheme.
Buddhaghosa accordingly explains the scheme
without hesitation as involving more than one
such span.

The fact that life as we know it is largely
made up of painful and sorrowful experiences
is the foundation from which Buddhism as
religion, ethics, philosophy, takes its start
It claims as the supreme merit in the Dhamxna,
that it has recognized this fact, understood it
causally, and surmounted its effects.

But the prominence given in the doctrine
to this fact of 111, or the ills of life, and the
accounting for those ills, in the foregoing
formula, by a string of natural causes, have
proved for students of the doctrine the
supreme, nay, the only interesting features
in it. The emphasis on the general method
or point of view, as illustrated by this stock
genealogy of 111, is relatively passed over.

Now a comparative study of the many
contexts of the formula, in the Pitakas,
may show that the general principle in-
volved, namely, natural causation, was at
least as important as the classic illustration
and application of the principle.

For instance, it will be admitted that, if
the Wheel, when quoted, is adduced solely
in order to teach " the uprising of this entire
mass of 111," or of any link therein, the dis-